
St Paul’s Church, Beckenham 

Study Notes 

The Church 

Study 1: Starting Out – What is Church?  Acts 2: 36 – 47 

Introduction 

 This week we start on our next series of Sermons and studies in God’s Word about the Church. 

 If someone asked you, “What is the Church?” what answer would you give? 

Would you talk about the building?  The different denominations?  The people in your local church?  What 

we do on a Sunday when we “come to church”? 

 Pause for a moment and write down your answer to that question. 

1   The Church in the Bible 

 The Church is the continuation of God’s plan in the Bible – God’s people begin with Abraham and the 

Patriarchs; a people called apart by God whose journey of relationship with God is traced through the Old 

Testament.  In the New Testament we have Jesus calling out his disciples who, after empowerment at 

Pentecost, call all people to come to God through Jesus. 

 The word and image used for the Church in the NT describes several concepts of God’s people: 

 Invisible Church: all Christians throughout all time, the Church as God sees it. 

 Universal Church: all Christians on earth at this time, all the Churches. 

 Local Church: those visibly gathered in a particular setting (eg St Paul’s) 

 The Church within the Church: the church is a place where believers and unbelievers gather. 

2 Acts 2: 42 

 A people devoted …  Devotion: “continuing to do something with intense effort despite difficulty”.  

This is a key word, and a challenge to us as we consider to what they were devoted. 

 Apostles’ Teaching:  As God’s people, Christ’s people we should listen, learn, reflect and apply the 

message we find in the pages of the Bible, both OT and NT.  We need to GROW in our understanding of the 

ways of God. 

• Are you earnestly seeking to grow in your knowledge of God? 

 Fellowship:  Our life together as God’s people.  How good are we at accepting, supporting and 

receiving from one another?  Can we be open and honest with one another? 

• Are you contributing to and receiving from our communal life as a Church? 

 Breaking of Bread:  The daily practice in the Early Church was sharing meals in one another’s homes 

which culminated in sharing bread and wine.  This became in due course “The Lord’s Supper”/”Holy 

Communion”/”Eucharist”.  Both sharing a meal and sharing in bread and wine have been difficult during 

lockdown, but it reminds us of our need to be one body as we share in one bread. 

• Are you breaking bread with fellow Christians?   How are we connecting with other Christians? 



 Prayer:  Prayer is an encounter as well as petition.  We meet with God, praising him for what he has 

done and trusting him for what he is going to do.  It springs out of a living relationship with him.  In praying 

together we nurture our life together with other Christians. 

• Are you intentionally developing your relationship with God through prayer? 

3 Acts 2: 43 – 47  The Outcome 

 As we read these verses, we are challenged by what God was doing through his people in the very 

earliest days of the Church.  They perhaps are a challenge to us that we are not devoted to the disciplines 

that the first Christians exercised.  Let us pray that our relationship, individually and corporately, will deepen 

as we devote ourselves to our Lord and the disciplines he requires of us. 

  


