
 
 
 
 

3rd July 2020 
Dear friends 
 
Facing Change Together 
The term "new-normal," which we are so used to hearing across a range of contexts - be it 
politics, work, or home-life, does in fact mean "change." It is important that we all 
understand that the experience of going to church will look and feel rather different after the 
lockdown. This is both a challenge and an opportunity facing the Church at a local, national, 
and global level. 
 
Preparation and Provision 
From the 4th July, new social-distancing measures from the government come into effect. 
After this date, public services in the Church of England may resume. While this is permitted, 
it is by no means an obligation to do so immediately. "May" does not mean "Must"; and the 
bishop is encouraging every parish to exercise discernment according to its own setting.  
 
To be clear, the ability to physically return to our church building does not mean we will stop 
sharing our services online. In recognition of the fact that some parishioners will be shielding, 
or simply too anxious to return to the church building any time soon, the PCC has acted 
swiftly to ensure all future services will continue to be available online. Over the next few 
weeks, we will be transitioning from prerecording to "live-streaming" our services. These 
services can be watched in “real time” as we broadcast direct from the church or viewed 
after the event at your leisure. This combination of online and physical provision, is often 
referred to as "hybrid church."  
 
As you can imagine, there are many strict regulations and restrictions to implement before 
we can re-open for corporate worship. It will take time to put these into effect and become 
familiar with the relevant technology. 
 
Timings and Transition 
Going forward, St Paul’s will be taking a phased approach to returning to the building, using 
July and August as a probationary period to adjust and adapt to these new challenges. From 
September, with the start of the new academic year, we expect to be in a better position to 
announce a more indefinite scheme of services. In the meantime, using the patterns of 
worship established during the lockdown, we plan to reintroduce our services according to 
the following schedule: 
 
 
 
 

 
 and every Sunday thereafter during the probationary period. 

Date Time Service 

19th July 10:00 am Morning Worship 

26th July* 08:00 am BCP Communion 

2nd August* 11:15 am Family Church 



As you can see, these plans mark a departure from what we are used to. For some this will be 
an exciting step for our parish, for others, this will be a difficult reminder of how life after the 
lockdown will be different. As a community, we must conduct ourselves with grace and 
sensitivity as we discern together what church will look like in the future for the longer term.  
During this probationary period, it would be good to hear from you. Constructive feedback is 
most welcome. These plans are of course, subject to the local and national guidance that 
may be issued in case of a second wave of the virus.  
 
Emotional and Spiritual Preparation 
Since reopening for private prayer, it has become clear that the experience of entering a 
space as well-known and well-loved as our church, after such a long time away, can be 
upsetting. Tears of joy and of sorrow have been, and will be shed. There is no shame in this, 
and we must have our eyes open to the reality that when we return, we will all find it difficult 
to process the enormity of these past few months. As we prepare for the coming weeks, it 
will be important to bear the following points in mind.   
 

• The virus has a serious impact upon our youth and children’s work. We cannot 
reasonably ask people to volunteer as before, for the traditional Sunday school 
format. For the foreseeable future, children will remain in the care of their parents 
and guardians. This is reflected in our decision to continue our Family Church services.  
Those with children are not, of course, restricted to this service. 

 

• The musical life of the church, and indeed nation, has been hit disproportionately 
hard during this crisis. For the time being, there can be no corporate singing of any 
kind. The structure of our services will therefore develop as we are able to 
incorporate more liturgical and musical elements as restrictions ease.   

 

• We will need to keep a log of physical attendance at these services, and retain this 
basic data for 21 days in the event that an infection is reported. There will also be a 
considerable reduction in our seating capacity, as we must observe the 2-metre 
distancing protocol. Further details about how this will be managed will be shared 
nearer the time, but rest assured there will be clear instructions upon arrival.  
 

As we begin this process of rebuilding and reconnecting, I am reminded of the words of our 
patron Saint: 
 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  

Ephesians 2:19-22. 
 
In Christ 
 
Rev. Simon. 


