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Luke 18:1-17 
The Perspective of the most vulnerable. 
 
My reflection this morning will be a little shorter than usual in light of the Bishop’s address 
on safeguarding, and it will touch on some of these themes.   
 
In Luke chapter 18 Jesus is expanding on an idea, an idea which has now become a reality, 
vis-a-vis the “Kingdom of God.” Here, Jesus is talking about the ways in which we reach out 
to God in prayer. Collectively, we might see these as lessons in humility. The chapter begins 
with these two parables: The Parable of the Persistent Widow, and the Pharisee and the tax 
collector. These parables make their point somewhat differently, the first is what we might 
call a “not like that” parable, and the second a “just like that parable.” 
 
The parable of the persistent widow, the “not like that” parable, looks at the character of 
the unjust judge and says, “if he can be persuaded to do the right thing, HOW MUCH MORE 
will God give justice to his people?” In this exhortation to persistent prayer, the character of 
the judge and of God are not compared but contrasted. Jesus is teaching us about the 
humility of perseverance with reference to a bad example – a “don’t do it like that” type of 
example.  
 
But in the next story, we are being told about the humility of repentance.  To help us better 
connect with this story, it might be fruitful to reimagine the parable for our own times. Let 
us call this parable, “The Story of the Tax Evader and the Clergyman.” This parable is the 
“just like that parable,” where we are being set a positive example to follow. If we pray like 
that tax evader, and not like the clergyman, we shall be heard in prayer. This is humility of 
repentance.  
 
Here we have these two valuable lessons about prayer side by side in Luke 18, the humility 
of perseverance and the humility of repentance. But then, as if to drive the point home, 
Luke remembers this curious episode from Jesus’ ministry, where parents brought their 
children to Jesus, in the hope that he might lay his hands upon them to bless them.  
 
It may well be that we are quite familiar with this charming interlude. Too often we read this 
passage with a degree of flippancy. We hear Jesus’ command to receive the Kingdom like a 
child and think in condescending terms about how “sweet” it is. So let us go deeper. What 
does this story mean in its context? - why does Luke place this little interlude beside these 
two parables? - how do the children expand on the theme of humility? 
 
Let us begin by imagining ourselves standing in the shoes of the disciples in the midst of that 
chaotic day. Imagine the scene, the sense of excitement. Jesus the local celebrity, more than 
that, the prophet is coming to town. And we see in the disciples the temptation of self-
importance. We must understand just how egregious the disciples’ error was in sending the 
parents and children away.  
 



It is a subtle temptation, but it’s something most of us feel from time to time. This is the 
desire to to situate ourselves at the heart of the action. It is the temptation that led the 
disciples to think on this occasion, “well, if you want to see Jesus, you have to go through 
me.” 
 
And here I think is Luke’s point. The humility of a childlike faith is in fact simple in its 
approach. A childlike faith goes straight to Jesus. It is satisfied by no other. And yet we so 
often get it wrong, we insist people come through us.  
 
Here is where we must learn alongside the disciples as fellow students. We must think of 
these children and ask, “What does Church look like from the perspective of the most 
vulnerable?” Then we must ask a subsequent question: “Are we clearing or cluttering the 
way for the most vulnerable to connect with Jesus?” 
 
On Safeguarding Sunday, as we try to make safeguarding less a series of checkboxes and 
policies with which we must be compliant, we wish instead to make it something embraced 
more fully by the wider culture of the church. So let us reflect as the disciples had to do, and 
ask “are we gatekeepers? - do we situate ourselves where people have to go through us to 
get to Jesus? - or do we honour the directness of approach of the most vulnerable? “Are we 
clearing or cluttering the way for the most vulnerable to connect with Jesus?” 
 
On Safeguarding Sunday, let us be attentive to the lesson of Jesus Christ and ask: 
“Are we clearing or cluttering the way for the most vulnerable to connect with Jesus?” 
 
 
 
 


