
Sermon – The Pure in Heart (17/10/2021) 

Luke 7:36-50 
 

Most mobile phones these days contain a camera so that, “click”, we can capture a 
moment in time. 

This story of the dinner party at Simon the Pharisee’s house is just like that – a 
moment caught in time.  But it makes me want to ask “What happened before the 
invitations were sent out? And what happened afterwards!” 

What was going on in the minds of the 3 main characters – Jesus, the woman and 
Simon.  Surely this can’t have been the first time they had met.  I think the woman 
must have already had some kind of encounter with Jesus and it had had a 
remarkable effect and she has come back for more.  She comes to pour out her 
thanks to Jesus for something he has already started to do in her life. 

And what about Simon?  What were his motives for inviting Jesus?  Was he trying to 
find out more about him?  Was he just curious and wanted to hear more of the ideas 
Jesus was preaching about or was he trying to catch Jesus out in some way, to get 
evidence to discredit him?  Or was it just a case of wanting to have a celebrity in his 
house; it gave him a bit of kudos? 

Luke gives us this story which allows us to use our imagination. 

So, Jesus accepts the invitation to dinner and there they are reclining at the table.  I 
wonder what they were having for dinner?  Did it smell good when you entered the 
house?  I wonder what the wine was like?   

But we haven’t time to speculate because all at once a woman bursts upon the 
scene with a jar of perfume which she pours on Jesus’ feet.  She’s in tears.  What’s 
happened, is she upset or are these tears of joy?    

There is certainly raw emotion here and it touches our senses – the smell of the 
perfume, the touch of the woman as she wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair.   

This wasn’t what Simon had planned at all.  It’s all going horribly wrong as far as he 
is concerned.  He probably planned a nice orderly meal and a good discussion.  But 
this is turning into a scandal for a respectable pharisee.  A woman, this woman, 
known to be a sinner, bursting in, with uncovered hair, touching one of his guests.  
Why is Jesus allowing this to happen?   

He’s thinking “If he really was a prophet as people claimed, he would know who this 
woman was and he wouldn’t allow himself to be contaminated like this”.   

But what does Simon do?  I suspect at first he is just rooted to the spot, but then he’s 
just about to get his servants to throw the woman out, when Jesus calmly turns to 
him and says “I’ve got something to say to you, Simon.” 

It’s as if there is a sudden pause in the narrative while, this time, Jesus tells a story 
about 2 men who owed money to a money-lender “One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty.  Neither of them could pay him back, so he cancelled the 
debts of both.  Now which of them will love him more?” asks Jesus. 



“I suppose the one who had the bigger debt cancelled,” says Simon.  “You have 
judged correctly” Jesus says.   

But has he judged correctly when it comes to his uninvited guest?  I like to think that 
here Jesus lowers his voice and talks quietly to Simon so as not to shame him in 
front of his guests.  “Do you see this woman?” Jesus asks.  Of course he has seen 
her, how could he avoid seeing her, and all the while Jesus has been talking he’s 
trying to work out how to get rid of her!  But Jesus asks him to really look at her.  He 
wants Simon to see things differently.  He doesn’t condemn him, he wants to teach 
him something.   

How brave it was of the woman to come to the house in the first place.  She must 
have been well aware that she wouldn’t be welcome, but she has been so focused 
on Jesus that she just doesn’t care what anybody else thinks of her.   

She is completely single-minded, her love is completely genuine.  “Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who has been 
forgiven little loves little.” 

And then I like to think that Jesus raises his voice so that all the room can hear as he 
says to the woman “Your sins are forgiven.  Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  
I wonder what your reaction is when you hear that?  Doesn’t it lift your spirits 
because it feels so right, because it means there is hope for us all?  Can you identify 
with the woman in her heartfelt thankfulness?   

But what about Simon?  Perhaps we’re in danger of judging Simon, just as he has 
judged the woman?   

I wonder what thoughts he had when he went to bed that night.  Was he humbled, or 
was he angry because things had got so out of control?  Did he say to himself “that 
was a complete disaster!” or was he just confused?   

Jesus doesn’t say to Simon, “If you’d been a bit more hospitable your sins could 
have been forgiven too.”  He simply says, “he who has been forgiven little loves 
little.”  You see, the woman was well aware of her sins, she was regarded by 
everyone in the town as a sinner.  She was weighed down with them and Jesus 
wanted to release her.  But Simon doesn’t seem to have that same awareness that 
he is a sinner before God.  As a Pharisee he would have tried to keep himself pure 
by keeping away from those who were obviously sinful, to live a perfect life with 
regard to the religious laws.   

He saw this woman as a source of contamination, someone to stay away from, 
whereas Jesus saw her need for forgiveness and responded to her.    The Gospels 
tell us that forgiveness is open to all: tax collectors, fishermen (including another 
Simon who was going to deny Jesus 3 times), a Samaritan woman who had 10 
husbands, yes, even pharisees. 

So, in the context of the Sermon on the Mount, could the woman in Luke’s story be 
said to be pure in heart?    

We use the word pure to mean something that is unadulterated, not mixed with other 
things.  Pure orange juice means there’s nothing but orange juice in it.  Pure genius 
we say, when someone could be described as the real thing, not a fake.  The woman 



didn’t try to be something she wasn’t.  She was authentically herself.  If the pure in 
heart are forgiven sinners, not perfect people, then she was pure in heart.   

Jesus constantly teaches in the Gospels that what goes on inside us is important.  
“Anyone who looks lustfully at a woman has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart” he said on one occasion.  “It’s what come out of a person that makes them 
unclean not what goes in”.  Food can’t contaminate you, Jesus told his disciples, but 
your thoughts and what they lead to can be pretty unhealthy, and he gives a list: 
murder, greed, envy, arrogance – they all start in the heart. 

Jesus sees what is going on inside Simon who says to himself “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know what sort of woman is touching him.”  Well, it turns out 
Jesus did know what sort of woman she was, and was willing to forgive her.  And he 
also proved himself to be a prophet by knowing what Simon was thinking.   

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  The woman connected with, 
understood, and responded to Jesus and it draws out her love in a beautiful way.  
She is an example to us all of what true worship is.  It wasn’t dependent on what was 
going on around her.  It was simply about her and Jesus.  That’s all that mattered.  
She didn’t even speak any words.  She responds in faith, she sees Jesus, she sees 
God, she hears words of forgiveness, and she can go on her way with the assurance 
of his love.   

Jesus sees us just as we are.  He wants us to come to him as authentically 
ourselves, with our doubts and our hopes, our sorrows and our joys, knowing our 
failings but trusting in his forgiveness.  None of us can become pure in heart simply 
by force of will.  But remember, the pure in heart are not perfect people, but forgiven 
sinners. 


