
Those who hunger and thirst for Righteousness 
Sermon 26-9-21 

  
 
Imagine if you were greeted at the door with a demand to exchange your Harvest Gift for a 
"better" brand or from another shop - at a cost! 
 
Again - if you had to exchange any money you were going to put in the offering from sterling 
into "CofE currency" with an exchange rate of £1.50 sterling = £1 CofE!! 
  
That was what it was like when visiting the Temple in Jerusalem in Jesus' time, or even 
worse - especially at festival time. 
  
No wonder Jesus "lost it" and was angry.  No wonder he drove the vendors out of the 
Temple.  The Jews questioned his authority to do this to which he gave rather an enigmatic 
answer, which only became clear after his resurrection. 
Tim Keller quote: “The only person who has the right to re-arrange the furniture in the home 
is its owner.” 
  
The Jews had to run the gauntlet of the traders if they wanted to get into the inner courts to 
pray. 
  
For the Non-Jews, the Gentiles, it was even worse - not only were they only allowed into the 
outer courts, but it was these courts that had been changed into a market place.  Can you 
imagine trying to worship and pray with the clamour of traders surrounding you? 
  
Are there things in our church, in our services, that are obstacles or distractions, particularly 
to visitors who have come into the church for the first time? 

Where to sit? 
When to stand or sit? 
The liturgy? 
The music? 
The language? 
 

 When those Jews, and Gentiles of old came to the Temple, when we come to Church, 
above all else we have come to meet with God and enter into a right relationship with Him.  
But do we "hunger and thirst" after that relationship, after righteousness? 
  
What is "righteousness"? 
In its deeper spiritual meaning, righteousness is the quality of being right in the eyes of God, 
including character (nature), conscience (attitude), conduct (action), and command (word). 
Righteousness is, therefore, based upon God’s standard because He is the ultimate Lawgiver 
(Isaiah 33:22). 
It is not something we can achieve, but is the gift of God as we go deeper with him and 
allow him, by his Spirit, to “re-arrange the furniture” in our lives. 
  
How do we do that? 



In Matthew, Mark and Luke when this episode is related Jesus is heard to say, "My house 
shall be called a house of prayer. But you have made it a den of robbers!" 
  
This is a House of Prayer - and it is through prayer that we can come closer to God. 
  
It is interesting that often when visitors come into the building when it is empty and there is 
nothing to detract them, they comment that they can sense that this is a place of peace and 
prayer. 
How hungry are you to meet with God, to be changed, and to be called “righteous”? 
 
As we hunger and thirst after righteousness,  

as we draw closer to God in prayer and allow him to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness,  

as we lay ourselves as an offering to God on the altar,  
we may find that he stirs within us a call to respond and act,  

in conscience, conduct and command  
for those who hunger and thirst physically in this world,  

to become a voice for the voiceless in crying out for justice and 
mercy 

And not only for the people of the world, 
but for the world itself 

as we respond to the challenges of global warming 
and the rape of the world's resources 

 
Harvest-time is a great celebration, 
But it also brings a real challenge before us 
 
May we hunger and thirst for righteousness, not only for ourselves,   
 but for all in God's world 
  That they might be satisfied 
   That they might be filled. 
 


