
St Paul’s Church, Beckenham 

Study Notes 

GENESIS 

This week we begin a new series in our Sunday morning sermons, based on Genesis 1 – 11. 

Study 1: Genesis 1: 1 – 23  “And it was Good” 

1 Introduction 

 How are we meant to deal with the opening chapters of Genesis? 

 Above all we should not try to regard it as a scientific text answering the question – How?  

Instead, the opening chapters of Genesis are answering much more fundamental questions:  here in 

chapters 1 & 2 it is answering the question – Why? 

 Read the first 23 verses of the Bible and prayerfully reflect on what you read: 

 The poetry; the order; the daily pattern; God’s reaction. 

 

2 What does Genesis 1 tell us about God? 

 Unlike other Creation stories the Bible assumes that “God is”; that he alone is responsible 

for all that has been created; it is an expression of his character and imagination. 

 Creation does not spring out of some cosmic battle or interplay between cosmic beings. 

 God does not “need” to make anything for himself, he is entirely self-sufficient. 

 God is one (something the Old Testament repeatedly affirms), but his oneness is not a 

source of loneliness.  Creation is a bubbling over of God’s goodness and delight. 

  

3 What does Genesis 1 tell us about Creation? 

 Look at the poetry in verses 3 to 23: 

 “And God said..”     command 

 “and it was so …”     fulfilment 

 “And God saw that it was good.”   report 

 “And there was evening & there was morning …” conclusion 

 All that appeared on the earth WAS GOOD.  This is not humankind’s assessment, it is God’s.  

The goodness of creation is not dependent on our evaluation of it.  It was good because it bears 

God’s fingerprint. 

 The world and all that is in it came first – it does not depend on us.  In fact, we depend on it. 

 

4 Response 

 If you are able, go for a walk, look at the natural world around you.  Or just look out of your 

window at the garden, at the street, the clouds or the sun and moon; look at even the weeds even!   

 Wonder and give thanks.  This is God’s handiwork, His creation – and it is good. 


