
St Paul’s Church, Beckenham 

Study Notes 

GENESIS 

Study 7 – Genesis 6:5 – 9:17  “Noah and the Covenant” 

 

Introduction 

 Read through the complete story of Noah (Genesis 6: 5 – 9: 17). 

 How much of the Biblical account were you familiar with?  Were there any sections that you had not 

met before? 

 A challenge – how many days was Noah in the Ark, from when the door was closed until he led the 

animals out? 

 

1 Why the Flood? 

 What image of God does the flood create in your mind?  Is this justified? 

 What image of mankind does this story create in your mind?  Has there been any improvement? 

 In previous weeks we have seen how mankind has responded to evil from without and from within.  

God sees how great the wickedness of mankind had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the 

human heart was only evil all the time (6: 5).  He was intent in starting all over again, but then he saw Noah …  

Even in the worst of times there is hope, in the darkest of days there are sparks of light.  God could quite easily 

have wiped everyone and everything from the face of the earth, but he did not.  He has the power, but he also 

has compassion.  Does this change the picture of God that you had in your mind from this story? 

 Noah was taken into God’s confidence and because of his faithfulness shared in God’s redeeming act.  

How close are we walking with God, that we are prepared for him to use us the bring about his purposes – 

perhaps we are a lone voice witnessing to his love and truth in our family/at work/in our leisure.  Are we 

prepared to go against the flow (pun partly intended) and bear the ridicule for God’s sake? 

 

2 The New Covenant with Noah 

 In Genesis 1 only the fruit of the trees and plants are to be mankind’s food.  Here (9: 3) living creature 

are brought into the diet.  But … you must not eat of the lifeblood.  This speaks more deeply than not having 

blood in meat, but speaks of the respect that is necessary between mankind and animals, and also mankind 

for fellow man (9: 4,5).  We can eat animals, but we need to honour the sanctity of life.  Jesus takes this further:  

we are to love our neighbour and even bless those who curse us.  There are conditions on mankind in this new 

covenant - but there are conditions on God: 

 Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood. 

 The rainbow is a reminder to man and to God of this everlasting covenant. 

 But we also have a new symbol that reminds us of a new covenant, speaking of God’s justice and his 

love: 

The Cross 


