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Study Notes 

GENESIS 

Study 5 – Genesis 3: 1 – 13  “A Talking Snake?” 

1 Where did the snake come from? 

 When we think of the serpent in the garden do we consider it to be a “physical manifestation of pre-

existent evil”, an embodiment of Satan? 

 If we look at the text in Gen 3: 1 we see that the serpent was one of the wild animals that GOD had 

created!  This then poses all sorts of other questions:  Did God know that craftiness was in the nature of the 

serpent he had created, had He made it crafty?  Did He know what would happen?  If he did, why did He not 

prevent it?  Did God always have a rescue plan from the beginning? 

 These are valid questions, most of which are unanswerable.  But perhaps we are missing the point of 

this chapter which is the Bible’s way of acknowledging that there is suffering and evil in the world and to 

explore the reason why it exists and how disorder has come into a good and orderly world that God has 

created. 

 

2 The significance of Adam & Eve’s choices 

 God had given clear instructions – “Do not eat …”   

 One reason why things have gone astray is that we have not followed the “maker’s instructions”.   

 Mankind’s desire to “do things our way”, to ignore God’s instructions has led to wide ranging 

consequences of dis-order.  We have sought knowledge without God and in rejecting Him we have tried to be 

human without the very One who gave us our humanity.  We have sought to rule in place of God, not in his 

stead. 

 Imagine a world where, instead of our quest for knowledge being rooted in scientific exploration, we 

turned to God and asked him for his advice and instructions.  There would be as much knowledge and 

understanding as we needed, but none of the moral dilemmas or misuse of that knowledge.  Take time to 

ponder on this idea and let it lead you to prayer. 

 

3 The result and the repair of Adam & Eve’s choices 

 The consequences those actions are seen in the rest of Genesis 3.  There we see a description of “how 

it is” even today:  Sin (as we call it) that pervades every area of life and every area of the world. 

 But, God has worked a solution to our predicament – Jesus, His Son, who died on the Cross and became 

sin for us and paid the price, the debt that was truly ours.  Enabling us to rediscover the orderly relationship 

that God desires us to have with Him and with all of His creation. 

 Three Questions: 

1 Do you believe there is meaning beyond the chaotic forces of sin and Evil? 

2 Do you trust that Christ is the Saviour who confronts and forgives sin? 

3 What are the disordered relationships in your life that you need to commend to God’s care and 

 compassion? 

 


