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Study Notes 

GENESIS 

Study 8 – Genesis 11: 1 – 19  “Aiming for the Stars – Babel” 

1 Initial reflection 

 Read the story of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11: 1 – 19) and answer the following questions: 

 What united the people? 

 What divided the people? 

 In what ways can these elements be seen in the world around us today? 

 

2 Unity & Division 

 Human achievement is often something that unites us.  If one of the national teams in a sport wins or 

gains a worthy number of medals, do we not way, “Didn’t we do well!”  There is a communal sense of national 

pride when our representatives accomplish much on behalf of the nation they represent. 

 A common opponent will bring together clans/tribes/nations in an endeavour to gain a victory.  It may be 

in warfare.  It may be the worldwide battle against to current viral pandemic. 

 Today we speak in many languages, and sometimes having a common aim can overcome language 

barriers. 

 Sadly we often see our differences bringing about division and lack of co-operation:  

 Colour of skin, cultural differences, nationalities, economic status, to name a few. 

 

3 What is progress? 

 The ingenuity expressed in the Genesis account, the ability to make bricks with which to build (instead of 

stone) and make tar/bitumen as mortar to hold the bricks together, was a major “engineering” leap forward: the 

next step in human achievement.  A scattered people found a common aim. 

 Why was this not good?  They sought to remedy their situation with their own creativity, without 

reference to God.  This displeased God: (v6) “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do 

this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.” 

 Reflect on the “progress” that mankind has made:  How has it changed our lives? Has it been beneficial?  

And at what cost? 

 Babel represents the effort to heal the lostness of the human heart without reference to God. 

 

4 God’s Intervention 

 God scattered the people and confused their language.  Did the punishment fit the crime? 

 He took away the “tool” that would in effect lead them further and further from Him.  The independence 

of mankind would result in the rejection and forgetting of God and mankind’s relationship with the Creator. 

 Are you guilty of building another Babel? 

 What are the tools that we are using to build our own tower, that God needs to take away? 

 

Post Script  Pentecost – by the Spirit’s power Babel is “undone”. 


