
ST PAUL'S BECKENHAM         www.stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk

Christmas Services 2019
 

Lessons and Carols – Sunday 15th December, 5:00 pm
Traditional carol service, followed by mulled wine and mince pies

 

Children’s Nativity – Sunday 22nd December, 10:30 am
A family-friendly service, where the children tell the Christmas story

 

Family Christingle Service – Christmas Eve, 5:00 pm
A well-loved family event, full of laughter, joy and hope!

 

Midnight Holy Communion – Christmas Eve, 11:00 pm
 

Family Service – Christmas Day, 10:30 am
A short service of thanksgiving, celebrating God’s gift to us

 

Epiphany Carol Service – 5th January, 5:00 pm
A last chance to sing carols, at the outset of the New Year

 

 
Get in touch 
 

Vicar : Rev. Simon Couper : 020 8650 3400  -  vicar@stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk 
 

Administrator : Stephanie Fox : 020 8650 0501  -  admin@stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk
 

Office Hours : 9:30am  -  1:00pm Monday - Thursday 
 

Address : St Paul's Church Office, Lawn Road, Beckenham, BR3 1TP

Connect
Parish News : Christmas 2019

Front Cover: The Nativity by Julius Garibaldi Melchers, 1891



WE COLLECT FOR FOODBANKS

 
We support the local charities, 

Living Well, Bromley  

Christians Against Poverty (Penge)  

 

The following items are currently in particular demand:

 

Tinned ham, corned beef or salmon, small jars of coffee, teabags, jam, boxes of chocolates (no

liqueurs), biscuits, tins of spaghetti, baked beans, tomatoes and sweetcorn; soup, rice, pasta,

mashed potato, sugar, long-life milk; soap, shower gel and deodorant.  

 

Donations gratefully received at the office Monday to Thursday 9:30 am - 1:00 pm or at the

vicarage outside office hours.  Please donate by Sunday 15th December to ensure items

can be delivered to those in need before Christmas.

 

Please contact the Church Administrator on 020 8650 0501 if you have any queries.  Many

thanks for your support.

 

 

                                  What is Father Christmas 

bringing you? Have you thought of asking

for a book token?  St Paul’s Book Club

meets the first Tuesday morning of each

month, 10:30 am to 12 noon in the home

of one of its members.  

 

A book previously picked by the group is

discussed and critiqued sociably.  We are

always pleased to see newcomers and if

you are interested in joining, please ring

Liz on 020 8650 9699 for further

information.

                                 Every December, I naively promise myself a “stress-free Christmas” – and of                     

                                 course it never happens. No matter how I brace myself for the season, there will                      

                                 always be gifts to get, family to organise and food to prep. And yet, these things                      

                                 in themselves are not the cause of the stress; the problem lies in the mounting

pressure I feel to deliver “the perfect Christmas Day.” The illusion of the perfect Christmas

compels us to spend more, to do more, to make our celebrations bigger and better than the

previous year. Pursuing this fiction is emotionally and financially draining. It is sad to think that

Christmas can be the cause of anxiety, depression and debt. So this year, rather than ask, “what

do I need for a perfect Christmas?” it seems more challenging, and ultimately more joyful, to

consider, “what do I need to be content this Christmas?” It’s interesting, but our answers will

almost certainly be centred around people rather than presents, relationships rather than

wrapping paper. This is perhaps unsurprising when we consider God’s own Christmas gift was

a Person, his own Son Jesus Christ. December will always feel rushed, even more so with the

General Election, but if we are clear on what brings deep peace of mind and contentment of

heart, we are much less likely to get caught up in the superficial stress of the season. As we

move toward the festive period, I commend to you these words of Christ for your reflection: 

 

Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my

yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find

rest for your souls.                                                                                                                             Matthew 11:27-28

On Wednesday 11th December, 

4:00 – 10:00 pm, St Paul’s Church will be

open for prayer, ahead of the General

Election. Join us as we pray for our nation

in these important, and yet uncertain,

times.

Thursday 12th December, from 3:45 pm.  

Our popular monthly after-school event is

open to everyone and suitable for all up to

Year 6. The afternoon includes crafts,

activities, games, storytelling and a meal

together.  Join in all the fun of the real

Christmas as we make costumes, cards

and gifts , and, of course, act out the

Christmas nativity together.

We are having a tea party on Tuesday

31st December, 3:00 – 5:00 pm in the

church hall.  All welcome! Please reserve

your place in advance with Anne 

(020 8658 0808) or with Stephanie in 

the Church Office (020 8650 0501).

Families Together

 Christmas Extravaganza

The choir will recommence rehearsals on

Thursday 16th January at 7:30 pm

in the church hall, ready for our Spring

concert on 21st March 2020.  

 

The choir is open to anyone who enjoys

singing and there are no auditions.  Just

come and give it a try!  

 

Further details from David Storey 

(020 8663 9441).

St Paul's 

Community Choir

St Paul's Book Club

General Election : 

A Time to Pray

New Year's Eve Party

Christmas Decorations

On Saturday 14th December,

from 10:00 -11:00 am and 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm,

the church will be open as we decorate the

building for Christmas. Join us as we get into

the festive spirit.


